EXAMPLE (reprinted with permission, Terry Grimley and other San Antonio BEST volunteer, all copyright reserved.  Please contact original author if you wish to use this information in a context outside of BEST)

PARENT INFORMATION SHEET

For

Students Participating in BEST

Boosting Engineering, Science and Technology (BEST) is a program designed to encourage students to seek careers in engineering, science and technology.  The volunteers of BEST accomplish this through an annual six weeks robotics program where student teams from up to 32 area schools design, build and then compete their robots in a sports-like competition.  The teachers and adult mentors/coaches guide the students, but the students must design and build their team robots using only the raw materials provided by the BEST organization.

The design and build process may involve after school group brainstorming meetings, design sessions, and meetings to construct various robot components.  This may involve potentially dangerous machines for woodcutting, metal cutting and bending, electronic soldering, and related engineering processes necessary to construct a robot.  Teachers/mentors are to instruct the students in the proper and safe operation of all tools and machines used and in the proper use of personal protective equipment (e.g. goggles, ear plugs, etc.) when in the shop area.  Students may be working on the robot project during school hours, in the evenings and on weekends.

A parent must sign a school provided permission slip for each student who participates in the BEST Program. 

Teams advancing from the BEST competition to the regional competition may find an overnight stay convenient.  Parents are encouraged to attend the competition with their children.

BEST has developed a basic list of Common Sense Guidelines for all volunteers to follow while working with students.  Teachers, mentors/coaches, volunteers and parents are encouraged to supplement these guidelines as appropriate.  Parents should also be aware of these guidelines and are encouraged to participate with their children in BEST.

BEST does not perform background checks on teachers, mentors or others participants. Teachers should follow the school district policies regarding the involvement of adult volunteers with their teams.
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