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How to Win the BEST Award

Ironically, the most important concept of all to understand is that if all you are trying to do is win the award, you really can’t win the award. You have to be sincerely trying to spread the word about BEST and sincerely being a good sport and sincerely be enthusiastic about this enormous project called BEST.

I. Know the rules—Recently new guidelines have been introduced and as new teams have joined BEST new ideas have come into play.  Realize that sometimes hub BEST awards are a little different from Texas BEST awards.

II.  Document everything that the team does or is involved in every time something occurs.


A. Use video


B. Use notetakers


C. Use digital and regular cameras


D. Print out Auto Cad designs


E. Save everything—copies of flyers, notes, art work, articles, photos, brainstorming drawings, programs, working outlines, video clips, TV newscasts about you, buttons, promotional handouts, and even rejected ideas

II. Find all possible activities that you can do to promote BEST


A.  Recruit other schools


B.  Recruit sponsors


C. Tell every person in the world about BEST—Rotary, churches, schools, businesses, clubs, etc.—you never know when a contact you make will help you later.


D. Write newspaper articles for every possible publication; tell your story to the TV stations.


E. Get every school organization to help with some part of your BEST project—art class, journalism class, band, cheerleaders, business class, computer class, everyone


F. Convince your administration to include an engineering class like the Infinity Project or at least allow study hall kids to work on BEST


G. Help other teams by mentoring them or sharing supplies or information

III. Set up a framework for making sure all your plans take place and that everyone knows his or her jobs. 


A.  Look for an organizational framework that suits your team


B.  List all the jobs and resources.


C. Match jobs to people and resources. 
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IV. Create a professional look for your team


A. Make a traveling display for presentations


B. Make permanent display for the school


C. Make a display for the contest


D. Make cool t-shirts


E. Create flyers and brochures


F. Make sure you have a power point, web page and video ready to show off


G. Create a team button


H. Have a presentation team ready to go for interviews or demonstrations


I.  If possible have a robot that works for demonstrations

V.  Put it all together.


A. Set up your notebook to match your organizational plan 


B. Use a professional format on the computer rather than a “patchwork” look


C. Include very specific details and information about your activities and processes—not just pictures with cute captions.


 D. Use clear plastic page protectors so you can include undersized and oversized materials.


E. Follow directions for number of pages, notebook size and sections as provided by your hub.


F.  For the engineering section of the notebook think like a scientist—you are trying to document your project so that it could be reproduced by another team. The more technical drawings and data you can provide, the better. This is the hardest part for high school students. 


F. Make a fun scrapbook for all the cool stuff the team did or have your booster club make a memory book

Don’t be satisfied with doing what’s above. Think outside the box. Go above and beyond. Have fun. 

